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Windy City by day
Spend the day exploring these attractions

F

rom its stunning architecture

something for everyone — entertainment

and world-famous museums

options range from the leisurely to the

to its lakefront playgrounds

adventurous, and from the traditional to
the offbeat. And you can find some of

would argue that Chicago truly is the

the best food, shopping and architecture

Great American City. Chicago offers

in the Midwest just around the corner.

Adler Planetarium
and Astronomy
Museum

1

1300 S. Lake Shore Drive
(312) 922-7827 | adlerplanetarium.org

Opened in 1930 as the first
planetarium in the Western
Hemisphere, the Adler fuels the
imagination of its visitors with
all-new exhibits. State-of-the-art
computer technology in the world’s
first StarRider Theater showcases
a renowned collection of historical
astronomy artifacts.

Chicago Convention & Tourism Bureau

and vibrant ethnic neighborhoods, few
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Millennium Park

(312) 742-1168 | millenniumpark.org

An award-winning center for art,
music, architecture and landscape
design, the 24.5-acre Millennium
Park features a Frank Gehrydesigned outdoor concert venue,
interactive Crown Fountain,
contemporary Lurie Garden and
the Cloud Gate sculpture, known
as “the bean.” The park is located
in the heart of downtown Chicago,
bordered by Michigan Avenue to
the west, Columbus Drive to the
east, Randolph Street to the north
and Monroe Street to the south.

Hours: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday – Friday;
10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

Hours: 6 a.m. – 11 p.m. daily

To view a video of
what’s new in Chicago,
use your smartphone to scan
the image below. It’s easy.
Simply download the
free ScanLife application
to your phone. Go to
www.getscanlife.com and
follow the online prompts.
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The Art Institute
of Chicago
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The Field Museum
of Natural History
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Grant Park
Between Michigan Avenue

111 S. Michigan Ave.

1400 S. Lake Shore Drive

(312) 443-3600 | artic.edu/aic

(312) 922-9410 | fieldmuseum.org

(312) 742-7648

One of the world’s great art
museums, with collections dating
from 3000 B.C., including famous
French Impressionist paintings and
drawings; fine and decorative arts
from America, Europe, Africa, Asia
and Latin America; and photography,
textiles and architectural works.

Thursday and Friday; 10 p.m. – 5 p.m.

At the Field Museum, you can meet
Sue, the largest, most complete
Tyrannosaurus Rex fossil yet
discovered or descend into an
Egyptian tomb and come nose-tonose with the man-eating lions of
Tsavo. Gold is the featured exhibit
during Scientific Sessions 2010,
which introduces guests to the
history of one of the most rare and
prized minerals in the world.

Saturday and Sunday

Hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; last admission at 4 p.m.

Grant Park is Chicago’s principal
downtown park. The section along
Michigan Lake provides a favorite
track for strollers, joggers and
bikers. The Buckingham Fountain,
one of the largest in the world and
the centerpiece of a formal flower
garden, is one of Chicago’s most
popular landmarks. A 925-foot-long
footbridge, designed by architect
Frank Gehry, connects Grant Park to
Millennium Park.

Hours: 10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday –
Wednesday; 10:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

and Lake Michigan

Continued on next page ➔
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a few fun facts about chicago
Chicago Convention & Tourism Bureau

• In 1900, Chicago successfully completed a
massive and highly innovative engineering project
— reversing the flow of the Chicago River so that it
emptied into the Mississippi River instead of Lake
Michigan. Each year, the Chicago River is dyed
green to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
• The Art Institute of Chicago has one of the largest
and most extensive collections of Impressionist
and Post-Impressionist paintings in the world.
• The world’s first skyscraper, the Home Insurance
Company, was built in 1885.
• The Chicago Water Tower and Pumping Station
were the only buildings to survive the Great
Chicago Fire.
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John G. Shedd
Aquarium

1200 S. Lake Shore Drive
(312) 939-2438 | sheddaquarium.org

Hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday – Friday;
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
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Museum of
Contemporary Art

also interact with museum-quality
exhibits inside.

Hours: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Tuesday (free day);

Located on the University of
Chicago’s Hyde Park campus, the
David and Alfred Smart Museum of
Art houses a permanent collection
of more than 10,000 objects. The
collection includes small-scale
sculptures from the Renaissance to the
20th century; 20th-century painting
and sculpture, focusing on American
figurative traditions and post-war art in
Chicago; East Asian art; and more.

10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Wednesday – Sunday
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Skydeck
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 3530

(312) 875-9447 | theskydeck.com

Get the best view and overview
of Chicago in one place. At 1,353
feet (412 meters), the Skydeck, at
the Willis Tower (formerly Sears
Tower), is the highest observatory in
Chicago. On a clear day, you can see
up to 50 miles away. Visitors may

Hours: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. daily
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Smart Museum
of Art

5550 S. Greenwood Ave.
(773) 702-0200
smartmuseum.uchicago.edu

Hours: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday; 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Thursday;
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

200 E. Chicago Ave.
(312) 280-2660 | mcachicago.org

Just steps from Michigan Avenue
and the historic Water Tower, the
Museum of Contemporary Art
highlights today’s most innovative
and exciting art. During Scientific

See the attractions
and restaurants
locator map PDF for
all attraction locations.
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Water Tower
806 N. Michigan Ave.

(312) 742-0808

Since its survival of the Great
Fire, the Water Tower, which is
located along the Magnificent

To view a video of
the affordable side of
Chicago, use your smartphone
to scan the image below. It’s
easy. Simply download the
free ScanLife application
to your phone. Go to
www.getscanlife.com and
follow the online prompts.
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Now a national historic landmark,
the Shedd Aquarium features exhibits
such as Wild Reef: Sharks at Shedd,
Oceanarium, Amazon Rising, Waters
of the World and Caribbean Reef.
Fantasea, the aquarium’s newest
attraction, brings together beluga
whales, Pacific white-sided dolphins,
penguins, sea lions and birds of prey
in a single show experience. Guests
take a magical journey through the
eyes and emotions of a young girl
making connections to animals in her
natural world.

Sessions, see the featured paintings
of Luc Tuymans, a retrospective of
the magazine Urban China and the
MCA Collection of more than 100
artists. Take a free guided tour, stroll
through the grand, barrel-vaulted
galleries overlooking Lake Michigan
and enjoy lunch at the Wolfgang
Puck Cafe.

Mile, has become one of the city’s
most famous icons, symbolizing
Chicago’s resilience. In 1969, it was
designated the first American Water
Landmark in the nation. Today,
the Water Tower houses the City
Gallery, which showcases Chicagothemed photography exhibits from
local artists.
Hours: 10 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Monday –
Saturday; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sunday

